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and conduct is immoral or moral according as it
diminishes or swells the volume of this hypothetical
currency. The fundamental error here is the inability
to understand the value of time, the meaning of
development, and the consequent innateness (at least
for the modern man) of certain tendencies of character,
to which must be added the misunderstanding of
the true nature of society, which is in many senses
a living and growing organism, and not a concourse
of independent atoms/

In the same year in which the Utilitarianism was pub-
lished (i 861), Mill turned his thoughts to a criticism of
Sir W. Hamilton's philosophy, but he interrupted his
work on the subject, not only by a tour in Greece and
Asia Minor in the summer "of 1862, but also by his
articles on the American War and on Comte, which
have been already alluded to. As his reading in Hamil-
ton progressed, he was increasingly struck by the incon-
sistencies which betrayed themselves in the Hamiltonian
scheme of Metaphysics and Logic. "I was not pre-
pared," he wrote to Bain, "for the degree in which this
complete acquaintance lowers my estimate of the man
and of his speculations. I did not expect to find them
a mass of contradictions. It almost goes against me to
write so complete a demolition of a brother-philosopher
after he is dead, not having done it while he was alive-"
The volume (for he soon discovered that the article
which he had originally projected did not give him
adequate scope for his treatment) appeared in 1865. It
is much more than a mere criticism of another system of

* Perhaps I may be permitted to refer for further details on
Utilitarianism to my volume on Constructive Ethics, pp. 135-164. (Edition of 1879.)
